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I began as an idea in the mind of my creator. 
She was a master quilt-maker and I was her last 
quilt.
You might know me as a special version of the 
traditional Hexagon Star Quilt. I have 23 rows of 
stars six-pointed stars with 2,274 hand-stitched 
star points. 

Each of my 379 six-pointed stars were cut and 
stitched together by hand by Nana. She finished 
my assembly and my hand-quilting before she 
left me to her family. Each star has three solid-
color points and three print points with the 
tumbling-blocks cubes made of polished white 
cotton.

My destiny, to bring warmth to a family, wasn’t 
to begin for over 55 years. 

Very little is known about Amanda. And there 
are no photographs of her until she was elderly.

Nana was born Amanda Morris on December 7, 
1868. 
Her mother was from Wales and her father was 
from England. When she married, she was from 
Branford, Ontario, Canada.

Amanda met Emanuel Walker, a Dutchman 
from Nova Scotia who lived in Buffalo, New 
York born March 31, 1863.

Nana’s Hexagon Star Quilt
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On September 7th, 1892, when Emanuel was 
29, he married 24-year-old Amanda in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. They had one child, Elva 
Olive Walker, born on September 10, 1894.

When Manuel passed away April 4, 1924 at 64, 
Amanda lived with her daughter, Elva Olive 
Walker Andrus and her son-in-law, Roy Edward 
Andrus, in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Elva and Roy were very happily wed on June 28, 
1921; they had two daughters Carol Jean born 
May 10, 1925 and Donna June born June 22, 
1929. It was their older daughter, Carol Jean, 
who carried on her grandmother Amanda’s 
passion for sewing and making quilts.

Carol married Richard Ward Waldenmaier on 
Valentine’s Day 1946. They had two children 
Jack Jay b.04/03/51 and Cindy Jean b.09/30/54 - 
d.11/01.

On September 12th 1983, Jack married Lauren 
Sue Zimbalist. Lauren was the daughter of 

Eugene Zimbalist and Rosemary O’Leary who 
were married in New York on November 21, 
1953. Jack and Lauren had one child, Jennifer 
Lauren Waldenmaier born on August 29, 1984.

Valentine’s Day 1946 
Carol and Dick Waldenmaier

Eugene and Rosemary Zimbalist
November 21, 1953



Amanda Morris Walker

Elva Walker Andrus

Carol Jean Andrus 

Three Generations: Amanda, Elva and Carol



My maker, Amanda, known to her 
grandchildren as Nana, passed away at 89 years 
of age in 1957.

Amanda’s Grandaughter, Carol, inherited her 
Nana’s love of sewing. She designed and sewed 
quilts for all of her grandchildren. They still 
prize the quilts Gramma Carol made for each of 
them.

Jacob Louis, David Erik and Jennifer Lauren 
Waldenmaier and Rachel Anne  and Samantha 
Faye Gorczyca (daughters of Cindy Jean and 
Jon) all received quilts made by Gramma Carol.

And, I was waiting, almost as if I were in 
hibernation.

Carol never finished hand-sewing the forest 
green bias with which Amanda began edging my 
border of 74 pale green stars. And, as she grew 
older, her hands could no longer do the fine 
work. 

I waited.

Then Carol’s son, Jack Jay Waldenmaier, 
married Heather Lynn Carlile on July 22, 2001. 
And, since Heather was a sewer, Carol asked 
her new daughter-in-law if she would finish 
sewing on my edging.

Carol wanted her first grandaughter, Jennifer, to 
inherit me as a gift from her grandmother and 
her great great grandmother when her wedding 
day came.  

Heather promised to add the last stitches and 
Carol gave me into her keeping. Carol passed 
away, surrounded by Jack, Heather and his 
children Jacob with his new wife, Lara, David 
and Jennifer, in the Spring of 2003.

I waited.

Jennifer Lauren Waldenmaier graduated from 
Webb Middle School and Naaman Forest High 
School in Garland and went away to college. 

I waited in Plano, Texas, snugly wrapped inside-
out, way up high, secretly stored for the day 
when Jennifer’s True Love would ask for her 
hand in marriage. 

Jennifer went off to college and, after five years 
of devoted study, she graduated from the 
University of North Texas. She began her 
career as a Music Teacher.

July 22, 2001
Heather and Jack Waldenmaier

Jack, Heather 
& Carol



Then, at long last...
my time came! 

Jennifer met Ethan Shawn Harper in Plano, 
Texas in 2010. 

Ethan is the son of Maria Teresa Camacho 
Harper and Joel Francis Pelkey, Jr. He was 
born on Valentine’s Day in 1980. 

On May Day...May 1, 2011, Ethan asked 
Jennifer to marry him. The joyful couple set 
their wedding day for October 1, 2011.

In September 2011, Heather took me down 
from my hiding place and took photographs 
of me. Then, she carefully copied the 
stitching last done by Amanda.

 Little did Nana know that the careful 
stitching she devoted to creating me at the 
end of her days would be treasured by her 
Great Great Grandaughter and Great Great 
Grandson-in-Law more than 55 years later.



The legacy of Amanda’s handiwork will now be 
visible and treasured by Jennifer, Ethan and his little 
son, Donovan Price, in my new home with them.

I celebrate my freedom and the beginning of my days 
of traditional and loving service as a family quilt. 

As Nana would wish, may I always bring the blessing 
of warmth to the home of the Harpers!



Ethan asked Jennifer to marry him on May Day 2011. 
They set their wedding  for October 1, 2011.



My  Family Service 
to the Harpers 

Begins!
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